Parliamentary Government in ILngland
recent creations have been no more than a tribute to
plutocracy as such. In the eight years of his premiership
Mr, Asquith recommended the creation of 108 peers;
in six years Mr. Lloyd George created 115, Motor-car
manufacturers, newspaper proprietors, brewers, distillers,
and bankers vie with elderly statesmen, retired soldiers
and sailors, an occasional physician or scientist of eminence,
a handful of civil servants and ex-ambassadors, for access
to the chamber. It has become the body to which men are
appointed whose distinction or wealth is too great for the
offer of a knighthood to appear sufficiently flattering*
It has become, also, what Mr. Ramsay Muir has
happily termed the "common fortress of wealth.'* More
directors of public companies have seats in the House of
Lords even than in the Commons* The old prejudice
against trade—so long as it is on an ample enough scale—
disappeared slowly after 1870 and rapidly after 1900*
There is now no great national industry whose leadership,
so far as its capitalist side is concerned, does not find its
appropriate representation in the House of Lords. It is
still necessarily represented also in the Cabinet; for by
law two Secretaries of State must sit in the Upper
Chamber, and it has been an unbroken custom since the
Revolution of 1688 to confer a peerage upon the Lord
Chancellor. Since Lord Salisbury, indeed, no Prime
Minister has sat in the Lords during his tenure of office;
and the deliberate choice by George V (said to have been
made on the advice of all living ex-Prime Ministers) of
Mr. Baldwin, who was then comparatively unknown, over
Lord Curzon on the ground that it was almost essential
that a Prime Minister should sit in the Commons, makes
it at least highly unlikely that in the future he will be
chosen from among the members of the Upper Chamber.
The House of Lords consists of some seven hundred
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